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Eatbeat: Hillsboro Cafe as good as home cooking
By Marilyn Hagerty on Jun 3, 2018 at 4:11 p.m.

They met 18 years ago when they both were working for a Perkins restaurant in Fargo.

Since October, Derek and Kate Ehnert have been operating the The Hillsboro Café in this town halfway
between Grand Forks and Fargo.

With their fresh, wholesome food they are creating a reason to
veer off I-29 for breakfast or lunch on weekdays or brunch on
Sundays. The food is as good, even better than what most
people eat at home. The restaurant is a bright spot along a main
street struggling to stay alive.

Once inside on a Monday in May, we found the restaurant with
seating for 40 full of lunch customers. They were seated at tables
of various shapes and sizes.

With AP (Ann Porter) and JR (Joan Reinhardt), I found a small
table. The well designed menu is easy to follow and full of inviting choices. The Club sandwich for $9 was
served between three slices of toasted whole wheat bread. It was filled with sliced ham, turkey and bacon
with tomato, lettuce and mayo. And it was one of the best I have tasted. The vegetable beef soup had a

freshly made quality. The beef squares were small and lean. The soup comes with a slice of bread for $3.50
a cup and $5.25 a bowl.

The menu shows lunch items on the front and breakfast choices on the back. The menu is clear, clean and
easy to read. It is printed on one sheet with breakfast on the back and lunch items on front. None of this
juggling large, weathered menus that usually are confusing to read. This is a pleasant departure.

23

LATEST

Man camps in western ND filling up
33 min ago

Suspended Minnesota principal facing more
charges
34 min ago

Grand Forks Police seek bank robbery
suspect
51 min ago

Winds blow over two semis on Interstate 29
near Reynolds, N.D.
54 min ago

SD river study puts monetary reward tags on
catfish
1 hour ago

Pancake breakfast to benefit family of
mother, son killed in rural Perham
2 hours ago

Senate unveils farm bill, hopes for quick
approval
2 hours ago

House approves funding for $32M Guard
readiness center in Fargo
2 hours ago

more 

It's more than a career search.
It's your future.

Associate Attorney

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY WHO WANTS A CAREER,
NOT A JOB!Grand Forks, North Dakota boutique
Law Firm with a primary focus in Estate Planning,
Estate & Trust A...

Building Maintenance

Tempu
r-pedic
Queen
Mattre
sses

http://www.grandforksherald.com/
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsskTZjYwSYaXSk_4xw4DJ5BO_DlbKNIxvczJi860yEF1Ru-Mgi0yl5QKYTmNGsjyRtWyrpuoK2UQwn4L0R2JrG2Ntg810Qd0FvIYXmRNb_qHmFn87gHviloVyTCig72zFiNkHnkoiImq9VuHjnLz763dF83OrKTKCF5bYSaahGlPKKGLwAZbcSFjBkIv1fRHM0aVaeFvyTJIshT22nZ_c5QfsZqcfUnEXyt154ShSICz8fvKrLWcaURleOPbviirC1FCwGJvbKGVERiQ36Z5PmwJ2zq1iV0S1nxgbxOvrXBLMyV30T9L1RfRxyNmNkMZylgvUjaveJId-74elk0Eqmd3sJbhL7IeOguWlEzRr06WWm_8_5pgDdcA0VER2BQpqhyjs0MDzsAuMJlyc-6Cne9tZAEQHUI6VjMYz9vUbWWuFBsLv2b8VwMIFkevN3ME1zyiNzFnexWbZmNz3qhyLn5SGeDd5iK-wTWrwNJqN2xvKC5Z2_c6jBoUiDjkFoWhNRUCQ-0toGPgx8aB4QC8THfE-Wfg24HjF05AI7fN1KeOVt4Td2f33-Ho38vyXrfvmTmbDNOYqEvH-NO1d0wzUWjW6po0H7xIgF_00_qXK3IWb728HwJYMjrzXe3fQBwU9dClb7rmxWRhs2SX3LswI4_Bm154DxSQd64KMyuc__awD7neB15R4oyTzpa0PEdw9IuTbjZ9DVKzo-7EPcCwdJJB3WTmRIlmW7onLVcHL6nCN7VUKS8LeipfosWAF_Ug9pAzonHwttnJ-BXDjTjUuuQqF5zST6qgp44QqlATC0ZrKdgcJOKKDVhHZRhdJgRSobFjNODjUA24PYGoqWUXMyB778JmpW21pl1V2YstHVAeYSX7ZRZnkmgXmv4hw8qMPL3KazXCtJRWAHL6QzqV1eQC2pks5dIwIMlRwW9xyB7L3YW3y1amw&sai=AMfl-YR79AkUy-Cx65zRViYDQVRldD9IqE9fYdQTa90RSwCI9zXscZW-fuZbG3RtpGG5_ZxrjhmJ3DlQbV2IaLT1e_kJ4fii-qg6sb5THXZWfcv6KLez5itpqpnTOIZcs-GAz7QsHGhA5TAUo9FRY8osEWwKsN7OjuakI9s7Sb-J&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFLjXWKGd277&urlfix=1&adurl=http://northdakota.aaa.com/Financial/auto_lending.aspx%3Fdclid%3D%25edclid!
http://www.grandforksherald.com/node/4381202
http://www.grandforksherald.com/node/4381202
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuCbZHeTcvVmvuBRCTPe-7UiLfe7SAqWX_PgbPzODDXQLRhRX0o1St3JCEoKbXf3kNjPS7Xxz6WoU_Z5kp0PESn4V3j-Gj52XaCOV4oxRz06vRWkTpkXOHg6GT4frMNF85HSCnlptAi1zIyH0GQqhWEOGs40CoDGPfjrR-royCUywGEY_xDXRhcPyIQBAsGdZiZ3OL8p2cHStyyTIRjSuk8TyMxICbZ95wWwZDqm6sQQPtnlGb9VM5fvXsebz00bBUK3BEykwSsQWFnw7q5&sai=AMfl-YRlA1Fn6ZgS3rjJn_ReIXJ7SPkW3ms7PIqPhkBd-VGcTEP254pZMLKhD8WIitsRdavagb_FdvrGLIpQU7r02nv7gEBF0krLlOX4ZLv22NUxLqmdL5sz8SO0sK8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKpdPB4qM3ds&adurl=https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html%3Fcid%3D18015470-a560-49c8-a7a5-bc56d27d0b2f%26ccId%3D19000101_000001%26type%3DJS%26lang%3Den_US
http://www.grandforksherald.com/users/marilyn-hagerty
http://www.grandforksherald.com/latest
http://www.grandforksherald.com/news/traffic-and-construction/4458168-man-camps-western-nd-filling
http://www.grandforksherald.com/news/crime-and-courts/4458166-suspended-minnesota-principal-facing-more-charges
http://www.grandforksherald.com/news/crime-and-courts/4458156-grand-forks-police-seek-bank-robbery-suspect
http://www.grandforksherald.com/news/accidents/4458155-winds-blow-over-two-semis-interstate-29-near-reynolds-nd
http://www.grandforksherald.com/sports/outdoors/4458047-sd-river-study-puts-monetary-reward-tags-catfish
http://www.grandforksherald.com/community/events/4458133-pancake-breakfast-benefit-family-mother-son-killed-rural-perham
http://www.grandforksherald.com/business/agriculture/4458129-senate-unveils-farm-bill-hopes-quick-approval
http://www.grandforksherald.com/news/government-and-politics/4458094-house-approves-funding-32m-guard-readiness-center-fargo
http://www.grandforksherald.com/latest
https://www.jobshq.com/searchjobs/
https://www.jobshq.com/job/795837/associate-attorney/?TrackID=24
https://www.jobshq.com/job/799821/building-maintenance/?TrackID=24


The breakfast classics range from eggs and toast to biscuits and gravy. Choices include buttermilk
pancakes, French toast and cranberry wild rice.

Brunch offerings range from toast and waffles to biscuits and gravy. There are a la carte prices for items
including eggs Benedict as well as a cheesy hash brown casserole.

The walls of the restaurant are pleasantly decorated with homey pictures and sayings. There are plans to
expand the seating area in June in order to keep up with the people clamoring to get in at times.

The proprietors, Kate and Derek Ehnert, have moved around in various restaurants since they met 18 years
ago. They have gained experience in different restaurants. They honed their skills as a cook and a server.

Taking over the café that had closed on Main Street of Hillsboro was a move to café ownership for them.
She was born in Hillsboro and finished high school there. He originally was from Wadena, Minn.

They have been operating the Hillsboro Café for seven months.
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Their problem is not bringing in business. It seems to be keeping up with business. They have a way with
hot beef sandwiches and knoephla soup that she says goes like crazy. And Reuben and Rachel
sandwiches as well as a Reuben omelet are a draw on Thursdays.

For desserts, customers look to the menu board. That is why AP suggested we taste the apple crisp.

The Hillsboro Café operates with help of six part-time workers. To fill the need for more seating, there are
plans to expand into an adjoining area in June.

While it is easy to find when you drive off Interstate 29 to Fargo, the café is close to Highway 81 in
downtown Hillsboro. With AP and JR, it was a pleasant drive of 40 miles on Highway 81 from Grand Forks
on a quiet highway. The drive gave us a chance to enjoy the fields of green and the black, black earth.

Liver and onions
Eatbeat addendum: Liver and onions are alive and well at area restaurants. After reader Corky Haugen
asked, the Eatbeat has heard from Chad Erdmann who says you can find liver and onions at Irishman's
Shanty and the Crookston Inn. Another caller from Grandma Butterwick's on South Washington Street
assures the Eatbeat they turn out liver and onions all the time.

The Hillsboro Café

3 N. Main Street, Hillsboro, N.D.

Owner-operators: Derek and Kate Ehnert

Telephone: (701) 636-2073

Hours: 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday, closed Saturday. 1 to 3 p.m. brunch Sunday

Report card: Inviting, unpretentious, homey.

Service was VG (very good). And very friendly. Food like at home, only better.

Reach Marilyn Hagerty at mhagerty@gra.midco.net (mailto:mhagerty@gra.midco.net) or by telephone at (701) 772-
1055.
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